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Thoughts on the 20th Anniversary Celebration

My wife Philana and | celebrated our 20th anniversary on the same day as the mass held on 31st
of December 2023. A memorable day, shared with 27 other couples in different stages of their
married lives.

In mid-December, couples in various stages of their lives, shared intimate experiences and
insights. Younger couples talked about the joys and challenges of raising children, while the older
couples shared appreciation and tribulations in advancing years.

Philana and | are in the middle of this journey, and as we “transit” into a more mature stage
of our lives, we recall the days of nurturing our young ones, and we look forward to the long
road ahead.

| am reminded of this verse ; -

“Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will
lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up!
Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone? And though a man
might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him—a threefold cord is not quickly
broken.”
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12,

When we read the scriptures, we see that even the most faithful servants of God faced difficulties
when they tried to serve Him alone. Jesus deliberately sent out his disciples and apostles in pairs
to spread the word of his coming. While this verse speaks of friendship and companionship, | am
reminded that my wife is my loyal friend and partner in life. My faith will continue to grow stronger
with her, as we draw closer to God through facing life’s trials and tribulations.

I am firmly reminded that our relationships with each other, requires purpose and orientation. And
that a life centred on GOD, is that most important orientation. Only through common faith, can we
be stronger in each other, and able to pursue and help others.

As Father Chan reminded us of this verse; -

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God
and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.”

John 4:7-12

| thank Father Chan for all his supports and guidance to our family of 4, as we pray for many more
years ahead. Amen.
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